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NUCLEAR WASTE 
Statement 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [6.41 pm]: I do not often stand up to make a member’s 
statement, but yesterday I was really incensed about a South Australian senator who had snuck into 
Western Australia and determine that Western Australia was the best place for a nuclear waste dump because he 
did not want it in South Australia. 
Hon Darren West: I thought South Australia wanted it! 

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: Thank you for the interjection, Hon Darren West! 

The senator was Rex Patrick, who was formerly a Nick Xenophon Team senator and is now in the party that we 
refer to as the Centre Alliance. He actually put out a press release about how he had snuck into Western Australia. 
This was a bit of a shot at the federal decision-making process about a nuclear waste dump that was to go into 
South Australia. I quote from his press release — 

“Now we find that the Minister — 

This is the federal Minister for Resources and Northern Australia — 

won’t advance a perfectly suitable site in the process”, said Rex. “It appears as though the new site is 
a ‘faster runner’ in the race but won’t be allowed to participate because the Minister is determined to rush 
to select one of the South Australian sites … 

He is referring there to a site in Leonora. He says also that he already holds enough concern about the selection 
process, having initiated a Senate inquiry into it, but that after he had snuck into Western Australia and visited the 
site at Leonora, he is convinced the process is becoming a farce. He goes on to talk about how the site is 
16 kilometres west of the remote and uninhabited area of Leonora. He obviously did not pass through Leonora, 
did he? He goes on to state — 

Geologically the site is situated in a deep hard granite rock that has had no movement in millions of years 
and is on non-agricultural land. 

I note, as convenor of the organisation that fought against the establishment by the British company 
Pangea Resources of a nuclear fuel site in Western Australia, that that is a direct quote from David Pentz’s 
document that promoted that area at the time. I am pleased that the then Labor opposition under Dr Geoff Gallop 
moved to ban nuclear waste dumping in Western Australia. That was an interesting process, because a petition 
was presented to this Parliament signed by 58 000 people—one of the largest petitions ever to come to this state 
Parliament—in support of what Dr Geoff Gallop was doing. 

It was a really interesting one, because Dr Geoff Gallop introduced the legislation in opposition. It was voted down 
and then subsequently agreed to by the Liberal government, which, basically, mirrored the legislation and 
reintroduced it as its own. It was then subsequently slightly amended by Dr Geoff Gallop. We have legislation that 
prohibits the burial of nuclear waste in Western Australia. For a South Australian senator to sneak into our state 
and come up with the idea that we are the best place for a national nuclear waste dump and it should be at Leonora, 
a virtually uninhabited area, is absolutely disgusting. Did anybody know that he was coming into this state? Did 
he advise any minister? Did he advise anybody? No, he just wandered in and slid up towards Leonora and, on one 
visit, determined that it was the best site in Australia. I bring this matter to the house’s attention. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: I remind some members that they should not speak when they are not in their own chair. 
Hon Matthew Swinbourn might want to reflect on the appropriate standing order so that he does not do it again. 
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